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18 Jaruary 1954 Our Ref:
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Yerar Ref:

BY PAX: 287 7001

Mr Graham Schorer

PO Box 318

North Melbourne VIC 3051
Dear Sir
*COT CASES"

I confirm I have been appointed by the Telecommunications Industry
Ombudsman (TIO) as assessor under the terms of the agreement enitled
“Fast Track Settlement Proposal”, '

I will be assisted by 2 project team under the direction of . Tof
_ 1 The project ream will include Mr Jan Blaha of DMR
Group Australia Pty Lic.

I am aware the parties are anxious for early resolution. My first priority will
be to establish the process and procedure for conducting the assessment.
In this regard I note paragraph 2(e) of the “Fast Track Settlement Proposal”
provides that:

“The review will be pricnarily based on documents and written
submissions. Fach party will have access to the other parry's
submissions and have the opportunity 1© respond.

The assessor may, however, call for oral presentations by either
party. Such presentations will not include cross-examination, and
would not be open to the public or third parties. Representations
of the parties will be at the assessor's discretion.”

1 have been provided by the TIO with a document entitied “Telstra
Cotporati ited - Track’ ] itration”. 1 have

not vet formed a view zs to the suitability of this propesal, 1 would be

happy to receive an alternznive submission on behalf of the COT Cases but

it might be more practical to await my comments on the Telecom
proposal. Nawrally I am anxious to establish a procedure which is
zcceptable to all partes,
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Whea | have formulated my views as to the appropriate procedure for
conducting the assessment, I intend t© meet formally with a

of Telecom and a single representative of the four nominated COT Cases in
order to finalise arrangements,

In the meantime I shall meet 28 soon as possible with Mr Rundell and
Mr Blaha to discuss the roles of their respective ofganisations.

I consider it to be inappropriate for me to discuss the merits of the four
actons with any involved party except in accordance with the
assessment procedure. I nevertheless wish to remain as accessible o the
parties as possible. It may be necessary for a party to contacr me
personally from time to time for reasons unconnectad with the marits of
ﬂtcaﬁﬁeons. In such d:mmsmncu,lnevmhelmmther}ghttod

' provide any other party with 2 memorandum regarding the contact an
the issues discussed

At this stage I have no information at all regarding any of the daims, While
J the assessment procedure will of course for the formal
presentation of material, It may be us ¢ parties
provide me with any marterial which they jolnrly sgree might be of
assistance to me and the project team by way of background.

Yours sincerely

P Py
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