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Ms Geary—I can assuro you that Telecom
is doing everything it can (o do that as quick-
ly as possible.

Senator BOSWELL—I win wo the Austral-
ian Federa! Police repart, Senator Bolkus said,
‘T am assured by the Australian Federa: Police
thal, ag indicaied in the Senatc on Monday 17
October, the DPP advice had fivle or no
effect on the final outcome of the AFF inves-
tigation.” This advice 15 contrary 10 (hal
provided to Ann Garms by the investigaiing
ullive of e Auswalion Federal Polke, The
Australian Federal Police is getting edvice
that Telecom haa o shicld of the Crown, 10 it
couid not be prosecuted. 1t is guite obvious to
me that, if tha is your lcgel advice, then it iz
Wrong.

Mr =1 s a==] will address that
hecsuse [ have some pereonal knowledge of
it. [ am not sure whare thie 2llegation emenat-
ed from. Thers was never & period of time
when Telcenm either recmived advice ar
asserted 2 position thet It had a shield of the
Crown. 1 4o not know who is &ssepting that,
but it is nonsense 10 do so.

Senator BOSWELL--.I would hope so0.

Mr .. la~=Wha! the Australian
Tederal Folice have coucluded and whal the
DPP hinve concluded it something that we ane
not privy to. We have giver fujl cooperation
in the Austraiian Federal Police tnvestigntion,
to the extent that we were Iawfully abjs 1o do
so—which wes almost tote]. They inlcrviewed
whoever they wanted to interview. they
gained acoess Lo documents that they request-
ed. There war onty one issue of some u&es
that they had a problem getting hold of, We
are not privy to the result of that investiga-
tion. We are not privy 9 what thair recom-
mendation was—or their reporl, if they did
not inake a revuunnendation tu the DPP, and

we are not privy to what the DPP deliber-
ations are,

Senator BOSWELL-~Why did Telecom
udvlse the Commonwealth Ombudiman that
Telecom withheld FOI documents from Alan
Smith beeause Alan Snuth provided Telezom

FOI documents to the Australian Federal
Police during their investigation?
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Senator BOSWELL—Why did Telecom
advisc the Commonwealth Ombudsmas that
Telecom withield FOI docuiments from Alan
Smith beeause Alsn Smith provided ‘Telecoin

FO! documents to the Ausiraiian Federal
Police during their invesilgation?

Ms Geary—T am not aware that that has
been said T can take tha! on notice,

Senator BOSWELL-—M¢ Krasnosizin
would probably be able w—

My Kragacetein—No, I am not aware of
who at Telecom made that statemen. I wouid
ke happy to take it an natice nniess you have
some informetion that sheds some light on it.

Scnator BOSWELL Al righr, U will do
that, I will ask you ancther question. Telecom
iz cooperating fully with the Awnstralian
Federal Police inguiry, Why wocld Telecom
withhold vita! documcnts from the AIP?
Also, why would Telecom penalise COT
metnbers for providing documents to the AFP
which substentiste that Telecom had con-
ducted unauthorised interceptions of COT
merabers’ communications and subsequantly
dealt in the intereepied information by provid-
ing that informsiion 1o Telecom’s external
legral advisers and others?

Mre 7 - o—Could vou ask that
question sgun?

Senator BOSWRLL—You may take it on
notice, It will be on the recond.

Mr. ...~ might add that—and [
am sure the Aumtralizn Federal Police wiil
confirm this 1o you-——we had tolat cooperation
with the Australlan Federal Police. They were
able 10 inlesview whalever stafi they wanted
to and they we:e given free and unrestrictsd
access to a document room containing all the
docamenis they wanted, They photocopied
whatever they wamead. Inspector Penrose, whe
conducted the invastigation, said to me that
we cooperated fully and freely, and 1 do not
know where an allegalicn woald come from
that there has been anything but (otal coope!-
ation with the Apstralian Federss Police.

Sepavr DPOSWELL—Thaxk yuu vy
muzh.

Senator TAERNEY—I refer 10 8 question

i o }'muﬂ you piease repeal e I put on notice in the Scnuic on 10 Ocinber
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