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Senator Barnaby Joyce
The Nationals’ Senator for Queensland

The CoT Cases
/- Mra Ann Garms
CoT Coordinator

3 Edward Stiaet
Brisbane

QLD 4000

3 Nareh 2006

Dear Ann,
RE: independent Assasament-The CoT Casos

| met with Senator Coonan yesterday moming fo discugs the matter of tho
agroed independent Asseasment of your cla'ms.

In my discussions with the Minister | strongly objacted to the Department of

Communications, information Tachnology and the Ans conducting the

assassmont because the Deparment cannot be considered independent,

;ha M[?ls*tar advised that the Dopanment does niot have an axe to grnd with
e CoTs.

From my understanding of the CaT'g evidence, the Dapartment and the
Telscommunications ndustty Omblrdsman have not acted In the bast
interests of the CaTs. It could be said they have not invegtigated valid
submissions concerning the misconduct of Teisira and the gvidence the
dispute resolution processes you have all been subjected 1o over the last
decade ware flawsd.

The Minister Is awars 1t was becauge of the falled dispute resoiution
processas that | initiaied the independent Assessment of your claims, as one
of tha Natiohale initiatives on 14 Sestsmber 2005, In exchange for my vote for
the Telstra privatisation leglslation.

At the meeting yosterday | argued your cases strongly and informed the
Minister that justice delayed I8 fustice denied,
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Pleasc ba agsured | am as oommiited as ever to geeing Justice provall, | wil
continue 0 reprasert the Interests of The CaTs In having the
Commonwealth's commitment for an independant Asseasment honoured.

| would urge you to submit an oulline of your claims, paying apecial attention
o the demege caused by delays and the falled dispute resolution processes,

I will write t0 the Ninister and rellerate my extreme concern that she has not
honoured har commitment; the Depasiment is not independart. | have
hanoured my commitment, and will be monitoring progress very cicsely on
your behalf. Pisage koep me informed and, rest assured, | will conlinue to be
proactive on your behail,

Kind regarde
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Senator Barnaby Joyce
The Natlonais Senator for Queensland



